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The West African Middle Stone Age (MSA) holds a crucial role with respect to the evolution of humankind. In the last decades, the increasing wealth of new data, especially from research conducted in Mali and Senegal, allowed to overcome the neglect of West Africa in the discussion on cultural developments and human dispersals in Africa. The site of Toumboura III encompasses an occupation dated to 33 ka, shedding light on an unprecedented cultural expression of the MIS3 MSA, adding to the variability already suggested for the late MSA in this region.
Our combined studies on the lithics and the ochres led to point out the behavioural repertoire of Toumboura III. First, we performed a technological analysis of the lithic components following the chaîne opératoire approach. The lithic assemblage features a prevalence of bifacial shaping involving the production of different tool types such as standardised small bifacial points employing pressure flaking. Secondly, the technological and mineralogical analyses of ochre lumps also showed that part of the ochre pieces shows clear percussion marks. The iron content identified in the ochres is compatible with that of pigments, or with the haematites used in ethnographic contexts. In addition to providing data on a poorly documented period of West African MSA, Toumboura III has demonstrated technological and perhaps symbolic behaviours that are entirely new in the region. By revealing the appearance of innovations and technological particularities, these results on the techno-cultural dynamics in the MSA of MIS3 within West Africa contributes to the current scientific effort to enhance the knowledge on the complex Pleistocene population history in this part of Africa.
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