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Abstract: 

Fire had a pivotal role in human evolution and technological development. In prehistory, it 

enabled improved nutrition, contributed to advanced lithic technology, provided heat and light, 

and acted as a focal point for social and cultural activity. In later periods, the use of 

pyrotechnology was a key element of technological developments such as pottery and plaster 

production, metallurgy, and glass making. Thus, the study of fire use and pyrotechnology in 

archaeological contexts can contribute to our understanding of past human behavioural and 

technological evolution. In addition, it provides us with valuable information regarding past 

environments through the study of combustion residues. In this session, we invite talks 

presenting theoretical, methodological or applied studies involving archaeological fire, from 

hunter gatherers to sedentary complex societies.  

 


