The Aegean Acheulean: a view from Rodafnidia on Lesbos
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[bookmark: _GoBack]This paper presents results from work conducted on Lesbos island to explore the early Palaeolithic record of the Aegean Sea. During the last decade systematic excavation at Rodafnidia has brought to light an extensive Acheulean site situated on a volcanic setting, near the shore of the Kalloni palaeolake and by a thermal spring. The paper presents geological data to discuss the structure of the Lisvori basin and the respective sediment sequences that were deposited during the Quaternary along with the chronostratigraphy of the site. p-IRIR dating obtained for the excavated sediments at Rodafnidia has returned minimum ages for the Acheulean activity on Lesbos placing it to the second half of the Middle Pleistocene. The lithic industry derives from fluvial deposits and comprises the full gamut of an Acheulean toolkit, with noumerous LCTs (trihedrals, handaxes and a notably high proportion of cleavers) and other tools knapped on three types of cherts, tuff and basalt. At Rodafnidia complete chaine operatoires aimed to produce bifaces by means of debitage and façonnage on a variety of blanks (large flakes, nodules) are brought to light. The paper further examines the main attractions that invited Middle Pleistocene hominins to return to what is today an island but during the glacial periods was organically connected to west Asia. Research on the Lesbos Acheulean archaeology has accumulated a body of evidence with many similarities and a few differences with other homologous sites in Africa and Eurasia. It makes a strong case for including this part of the NE Mediterranean Basin in the reconstructions of Lower Palaeolithic Europe, envisioning the Aegean as a region of affordances rather than a barrier to Middle Pleistocene hominin settlement and dispersals at the heart of Eurasia.
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