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Abstract

The chamois is an agile animal that prefers harsh and impervious terrains and this may
have contributed to make it a difficult prey to capture. The aim of this study is to investi-
gate the importance of chamois in human subsistence in central Italy, also in relation to the
exploitation of other ungulates.
There are currently two species of chamois in Italy: the Alpine chamois (Rupicapra rupi-
capra) and the Pyrenean chamois (Rupicapra pyrenaica). This situation is already evident
in the Late Pleistocene and early Holocene, and, on the basis of palaeobiogeography, all the
remains found in the Alps and the northern Apennines can be attributed to the first taxon,
while those from the central and southern Apennines may be referred to the second one.
The Pyrenean chamois is often found in Epigravettian sites in central Italy, but only in rare
cases it is the most frequently hunted animal. It is prevalent among ungulates with percent-
ages of over 40% at many sites of the Fucino area: Grotta Maritza, Grotta di Pozzo-upper
levels, Grotta La Punta, Grotta di Ortucchio. It is well represented with frequencies around
20% at Riparo-Grotticella di Santa Maria, Riparo Piastricoli and Grotta Mora Cavorso. The
data on seasonality indicate that hunting took place preferably between summer and autumn
and the traces of butchery, when indicated, show intense exploitation of carcasses. In all the
mentioned sites, chamois is always associated to ibex and red deer, which are always present
with relatively high percentages, reflecting the different environments exploited and the high
degree of mobility, especially the vertical one, of Palaeolithic/Mesolithic hunter-gatherer
groups.
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