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The Lower Palaeolithic is commonly considered as a long period, from the earliest 
evidences of a lithic production (at around 3.3 Ma) to the apparition of the Levallois core 
technology (at around 0,3 Ma). Different Hominins (Australopithecus, Homo habilis, Homo 
rudolfensis, Homo ergaster, Homo erectus, Homo heidelbergensis….) existed together or 
successively as well as several “cultural traditions” (for instance Oldowan and Acheulean). If 
we also consider the geographical extension, different Lower Palaeolithic expressions 
existed  in Africa, Asia and Europe. According to countries, what is described as the Lower 
Palaeolithic differs as well. 

Starting from this idea of mosaic features, the session “LOWER PALAEOLITHIC 
ACROSS TIME AND SPACE: what we are talking exactly about?”, organized by the “Lower 
Palaeolithic” UISPP commission, aims to investigate the variability of the Lower Palaeolithic 
across time and space raising questions such as: (1) were there common trends through the 
whole Lower Palaeolithic?;  (2) what is the degree of  influence of the raw materials in the 
Lower Palaeolithic variability?, (3) can we define a cultural tradition  if related to different 
Hominins?, (4) can we identify  phenomena of convergence during the Lower Palaeolithic?  
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